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model code governing the construction, renovation, use, or maintenance of buildings and
building systems in the municipality, the governing body shall publish notice of the proposed
action conspicuously on the municipality's Internet website.

(d) The governing body of the municipality shall make a reasonable effort to encourage
public comment from persons affected by the proposed adoption of or amendment to a
national model code under this section.

(e) On the written request from five or more persons, the governing body of the municipal-
ity shall hold a public hearing open to public comment on the proposed adoption of or
amendment to a national model code under this section. The hearing must be held on or
before the 14th day before the date the governing body adopts the ordinance that adopts or
amends a national model code under this section.

(f) If the governing body of a municipality has established an advisory board or
substantially similar entity for the purpose of obtaining public comment on the proposed
adoption of or amendment to a national model code, this section does not apply.

Sec. 214.218. IMMEDIATE EFFECT OF CERTAIN CODES OR PROVISIONS DE-
LAYED. (a) In this section, "national model code" has the meaning assigned by Section
214.217.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the governing body of a municipality with a
population of more than 100,000 that adopts an ordinance or national model code provision
that is intended to govern the construction, renovation, use, or maintenance of buildings and
building systems in the municipality shall delay implementing and enforcing the ordinance
or code provision for at least 30 days after final adoption to permit persons affected to
comply with the ordinance or code provision.

(c) If a delay in implementing or enforcing the ordinance or code provision would cause
imminent harm to the health or safety of the public, the municipality may enforce the
ordinance or code provision immediately on the effective date of the ordinance or code
provision.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of two-thirds of all the
members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If
this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this Act takes effect
September 1, 2009.

Passed the Senate on March 25, 2009: Yeas 30, Nays 1; passed the House on May 12,
2009: Yeas 133, Nays 16, one present not voting.

Approved May 23, 2009.
Effective May 23, 2009.

CHAPTER 131

S.B. No. 858

AN ACT
relating to offering the classroom portion of a driver education course through an alternative method of
instruction.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Subchapter H, Chapter 1001, Education Code, is amended by adding

Section 1001.3541 to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.3541. ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF INSTRUCTION FOR DRIVER EDU-
CATION COURSE. (a) A driver education school may teach all or part of the classroom
portion of an approved driver education course by an alternative method of instruction that
does not require students to be present iv a classroom if the commissioner approves the
alternative method.

(b) The commissioner may approve the alternative method only if.
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(1) the alternative method includes testing and security measures that the commission-
er determines are at least as secure as the measures available in the usual classroom
setting; and

(2) the course, with the use of the alternative method, satisfies any other requirement
applicable to a course in which the classroom portion is taught to students in the usual
classroom setting.

SECTION 2. Section 1001.151, Education Code, is amended by adding Subsection (m) to
read as follows:

(m) The commissioner may establish a fee for an application for approval to offer a driver
education course by an alternative method of instruction under Section 1001.3541 in an
amount the commissioner considers appropriate, not to exceed the amount sufficient to cover
the costs of considering the application.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of two-thirds of all the
members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If
this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this Act takes effect
September 1, 2009.

Passed the Senate on April 24, 2009: Yeas 29, Nays 1; passed the House on May 12,
2009: Yeas 145, Nays 0, one present not voting.

Approved May 23, 2009.

Effective May 23, 2009.

CHAPTER 132

S.B. No. 917

AN ACT
relating to the definition of charitable trust for purposes of court jurisdiction.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Subsection (e), Section 5, Texas Probate Code, is amended to read as
follows:

(e) A statutory probate court has concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in all
personal injury, survival, or wrongful death actions by or against a person in the person's
capacity as a personal representative, in all actions by or against a trustee, in all actions
involving an inter vivos trust, testamentary trust, or charitable trust, and in all actions
involving a personal representative of an estate in which each other party aligned with the
personal representative is not an interested person in that estate. For purposes of this
section, "charitable trust" includes a charitable trust as defined by Section 123.001, Property
Code.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of two-thirds of all the
members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If
this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this Act takes effect
September 1, 2009.

Passed the Senate on April 16, 2009: Yeas 31, Nays 0; passed the House on May 12,
2009: Yeas 149, Nays 0, one present not voting.

Approved May 23, 2009.

Effective May 23, 2009.
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